
Peanuts across the V-C region have recovered relatively well from the excessive rainfall 

and flooding from Hurricane Florence.  While some ponding of water occurred in fields 

in southeastern North Carolina and portions of South Carolina, the majority of water 

moved off of fields before peanut drowned and the crop was ruined.  Other fields were 

flooded from adjacent bodies of water including rivers.  These fields will be abandoned 

because the crop is considered adulterated and therefore cannot be sold.  These fields 

are also slower to dry and the flooding was more damaging than fields with ponding of 

water from rain.  Current predictions are that less than 2% of acreage in North Carolina 

and approximately 3% of acreage in South Carolina was flooded from either backwater 

or ponding.  Rain showers during the week of September 24 hampered field drying and 

limited field operations but weather patterns are now more promising for digging and 

harvesting. 

Peanuts in many peanut fields are ready for digging during the week of October 1.  

Some pod shed occurred in fields that were ready for digging during the week of 

September 17.  Peanut in fields planted in June will not be ready for digging until the 

week of October 8.  Temperatures were warm in mid and late September, and these 

conditions promoted continued maturation of peanut.  However, leaf spot disease has 

increased, with many fields experiencing advanced defoliation.  Yield loss often occurs 

when defoliation reaches 35%.  Digging, regardless of maturity is recommended when 

defoliation reaches 50%.  Dry weather prior to Hurricane Florence resulted in some 

farmers not spraying fields for leaf spot.  Unfortunately, humidity was relatively high 

during portions of that time and epidemics continued to develop.  Wet field conditions 

after Hurricane Florence did not allow farmers to spray all fields that were at risk for 

disease development and canopy defoliation. Current recommendations are that when 

20% of leaves in the canopy have lesions fungicides are of limited value.  Cooler 

temperatures in October will limit disease progression but can also limit further 

maturation of the crop. 

Approximately 60% of peanuts are dug in South Carolina with 20% of peanuts are dug 

in North Carolina and Virginia. Thirty percent of the crop in South Carolina is harvested 

while less than 10% of the crop in North Carolina and Virginia is harvested.  Yield 

potential for the V-C region is 4,150 kg/ha (3,700 lbs/acre).  Adverse weather conditions 

resulting in slow field operations over the next few weeks could decrease yield, 

especially if late-planted peanut do not completely mature due to cooler temperatures.   

  



Heavy soils after digging peanut near Lewiston-Woodville, North Carolina on September 

24. 

 

 



Peanut vines affected by wind and water movement from Hurricane Florence near 

Whiteville, North Carolina.  

 

  



Leaf spot disease in the peanut canopy near Whiteville, North Carolina on September 

25. 

 

  



Peanut field near Whiteville, North Carolina on September 25 after Hurricane Florence.

 

  



Peanut field dug on September 24 after Hurricane Florence near Whiteville, NC. 

  



Pod shed in peanut field near Whiteville, NC due to disease and delays in digging as a 

result of Hurricane Florence. 

 

  



Peanut maturity profiles for fields planted in early June near Rocky Mount, Whiteville, 

and Lewiston-Woodville in North Carolina.  Images were recorded on September 25. 

 

 



 

 

 


