
The following image is of a field on May 14 that have volunteer peanuts in 2019 

following the 2018 growing season when these peanuts could not be harvested.  The 

farmer is contemplating keeping the peanuts.  Is this a good decision? 

The economic value of keeping the peanuts is that the costs of seed, inoculant and in-

furrow insecticide are not expenses this season.  This could be in the range of $100-150 

per acre.  What is the long-term cost to “saving” these expenses? 

My recommendation is to kill the peanuts and start over with the cotton that was 

planned for 2019.  It would be difficult now for the burndown and even tillage because 

the peanuts are large.  But I would still go in that direction.  If spotted wilt is a major 

issue this year these peanuts likely would have significant incidence (early planting, no 

insecticide in-furrow or POST, and erratic emergence.)  All three of these factors point 

to greater risk of spotted wilt (there is no way to control of spotted wilt after planting – 

acephate POST helps but these peanuts have been in the field during the maximum 

thrips window.)  Another major issue is disease, especially leaf spot.  I suspect there 

was substantial inoculum at the end of the fall.  Even with a good fungicide program that 

kept leaf spot low in 2018, once the peanuts were abandoned, with a warm and wet fall, 

I anticipate a significant level of inoculum going into the 2019 season.  From a 

fungicide-resistance management standpoint, allowing inoculum to exist at a significant 

level going into the same crop the next year pushes the field toward to resistance 

(speculation.)  It is best to keep peanuts disease-free in the fall and limit inoculum for 

the next time peanuts are in the field (years later.)  I suspect this could be an expensive 

peanut crop, needing an intense fungicide program.  

The ultimate question is whether keeping these peanuts is good in both the short and 

long term.  I think yields will be 20% lower than what one would expect in a good 

rotation in 2019, even if the grower does a good job with leaf spot and stem rot control 

(there just seems to be biotic stresses that we can’t always see and quantify that 

negatively impact peanut yield in short rotations.)  In the long run the extra year of 

peanuts likely will catch up with the grower in some way.  Lower yields and/or higher 

input costs are likely down the road the next time peanuts are planted in this field 

(several years from now.)   

It will be interesting to see what happens if the grower keeps the field of peanuts.  I can 

definitely see why this is an attractive option.    



 


