
Most areas of the Virginia-Carolina region have received rainfall during the past two 

weeks and this has improved crop growth and development (see table.)  Peanuts that 

were stressed earlier in the season are now making progress.  Late-panted peanuts 

also continue to show promise, although adequate moisture and heat unit accumulation 

during September and October will be critical for these peanuts to reach optimum 

maturity.  Heat unit accumulation at various locations starting at different dates are 

presented in the table.  Cooler temperatures were recorded from August 24-27 

compared to most of July and August.  While a break from the heat is generally positive, 

especially where soil water deficits are present, cooler temperatures slow pod 

maturation.  Daily heat unit accumulation during this short period of time was 

approximately half that recorded during previous weeks.  Peanut maturity profiles on 

August 29 for the Virginia market type varieties Bailey, Emery, Sullivan and Wynne 

collected from a field near Whiteville, North Carolina planted on May 1 are presented.  

Images of plants and pods for these varieties are also provided. Based on these profiles 

peanut will reach optimum maturity during the week of September 9.  These profiles 

represent the earliest maturity across the vast majority of the region.  The vast majority 

of peanuts in the region most likely will be dug after September 20. 

Growers continue to apply fungicide for leaf spot and in the lower Virginia-Carolina 

region for soil-borne pathogens.  In the upper Virginia-Carolina region growers are 

shifting away from fungicide programs that control both stem rot and leaf spot to 

programs that include fungicides that control primarily leaf spot.  So far disease has 

been limited due to a combination of weather patterns and effective fungicide spray 

programs.  Some fields are expressing nutrient deficiencies such as manganese but 

these issues are very limited across the region.  With cooler temperatures during the 

weekend of August 24, growers in the Upper Virginia-Carolina region are scouting for 

outbreaks of Sclerotinia blight.  Cooler temperatures and rainfall have limited issues 

with spider mites in most areas. 

Yield potential for the region has been increased slightly to 4,260 kg/ha (3,800 

pounds/acre) because of recent rains.  Estimates for planted area in the region remain 

at 40,480 ha (100,000 acres) in North Carolina, 26,300 ha (65,000 acres) in South 

Carolina, and 9,700 ha (24,000 acres) in Virginia.     

  



Table 1.  Rainfall totals (inches) across the Virginia-Carolina region in May, June, 
July, and through August 25, 2019. 

Location May June  July Through 
August 25 

Wakefield, VA 5.3 9.8 5.3 5.8 

Lewiston-Woodville, NC 1.5 2.7 6.1 7.9 

Rocky Mount, NC 2.4 3.8 2.5 6.4 

Clinton, NC 2.0 4.3 5.5 10.6 

Whiteville, NC 0.1 0.1 4.3 4.7 

Florence, SC 2.4 3.6 5.5 6.2 

Orangeburg, SC 1.3 1.9 2.9 7.2 

 

Table 2.  Heat unit accumulation (DD56) from May 1, May 15, June 1, and June 15 
through August 25, 2019. 

Location May 1 May 15  May 30 June 15 

Wakefield, VA 2493 2287 1956 1720 

Lewiston-Woodville, NC 2546 2340 1980 1740 

Rocky Mount, NC 2584 2363 2005 1754 

Clinton, NC 2652 2420 2037 1775 

Whiteville, NC 2649 2424 2049 1777 

Florence, SC 2967 2705 2278 1974 

Orangeburg, SC 2603 2385 2024 1773 

 



Pod set and maturity profile on August 29 for the cultivar Bailey planted May 1 near 

Whiteville, NC. 

 

 



 

 

  



Pod set and maturity profile on August 29 for the cultivar Emery planted May 1 near 

Whiteville, NC. 

 



 

 

  



Pod set and maturity profile on August 29 for the cultivar Sullivan planted May 1 near 

Whiteville, NC. 

 



 

  



Pod set and maturity profile on August 29 for the cultivar Wynne planted May 1 near 

Whiteville, NC. 

 



 

  



Plants on the right of image are expressing manganese deficiency. 

 

  



Leaf spot disease and stem rot disease on peanut neat Whiteville. 

 



 


