
Rainfall during the week of June 15 delayed many field operations and in some cases 

caused ponding of water in fields.  This is isolated in most cases.  Weed control has 

been adequate so far to protect peanuts from early season interference, but relatively 

high amounts of water have resulted in herbicide moving through the soil profile with 

reductions in weed control anticipated.  In most cases herbicides applied at planting 

performed well due to activating rainfall events.  However, wet soils have delayed 

herbicide applications in some fields and weeds are growing quickly.  Growers will need 

to take proactive steps to keep peanuts weed escapes from becoming a major issue. 

With warmer weather and adequate soil moisture peanuts are recovering from thrips 

injury.  Thrips were a major issue throughout May and June and growers applied 

acephate after peanuts emerged in many fields regardless of the systemic insecticide 

applied at planting. Growers will need to look closely for continued injury and make sure 

peanuts planted in June remain protected from this insect pest. 

Gypsum applications have been delayed in some areas due to the excessive rainfall but 

there is adequate time to get calcium in place for developing pegs and pods.  While 

peanuts are growing well at this point in the season, the cooler temperatures and cloudy 

weather has resulted in peanuts being behind in growth and development compared to 

previous years, especially in the upper Virginia-Carolina region.  Peanuts planted May 5 

initiated blooms around June 21 near Lewiston-Woodville, North Carolina.  Boron and 

manganese will be needed over the next few weeks.  These are generally co-applied 

with the first two fungicide sprays. 

Peanut stands are relatively good across the Virginia-Carolina region but there are 

some areas that received excessive rain in mid to late-May along with cooler 

temperatures that caused stands to be adequate but not ideal.  Peanuts will 

compensate to a degree but may need more time for pod maturation in places where a 

significant amount of yield will come from a limb crop.  Some peanut fields in North 

Carolina likely will be abandoned because of excessive rain and inability to make timely 

applications of pesticides to control weeds and suppress thrips, especially in fields with 

less than ideal stands. 

Some growers in the lower Virginia-Carolina region will initiate fungicide programs the 

week of June 22 depending on planting date and peanut development, especially in the 

lower Virginia-Carolina region.  The majority of fungicide sprays will be initiated the 

week of July 5 in the mid and upper Virginia-Carolina region.  Some spray programs 

across the region will begin the week of June 29, especially in fields with high risk for 

leaf spot disease.   

Planted acres in North Carolina is estimated to be 96,000 acres (38,900 ha).  Acreage 

in South Carolina remains at 75,000 acres (30,400 ha) while in Virginia acreage is 

estimated to be 24,000 acres (9,700 ha), respectively.  The market type balance is 27% 

runner and 73% Virginia with the majority of runner market types planted in South 

Carolina.  Yield potential in the region continues to be 4,000 pounds/acre farmer stock 



(4,500 kg/ha) but may be adjusted downward as growers assess plant stands and the 

impact of excessive water in some areas of the region.    

  



Peanuts near Lewiston-Woodville in North Carolina planted on May 5 with image 

recorded June 25. 

 



 

  



Peanut near Tarboro, North Carolina planted May 5 with image recorded June 25. 

 

  



 

Example of areas of a peanut field in eastern North Carolina with a plant stand below 

the optimum level. 

 

  



Broadleaf weeds and Texas panicum in a field near Lewiston-Woodville, North Carolina. 

 



 

  



Peanut plants recovering form initial injury from thrips feeding near Lewiston-Woodville, 

North Carolina.  Note new growth of peanuts with minimal injury from thrips. 

 


