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This past spring we modified our peanut maturity chart, printed, and laminated 3,000 

copies (Figure 1).  I don’t know that these will last for the remainder of my career (I have 

a long way to go) but we hope these will help a lot of growers and their advisors make 

good decisions for years to come.  I realize you hear a lot from us about the importance 

of 1) protecting peanuts from disease so that they are healthy all the way through the 

fall, 2) digging as close to optimum maturity as possible, and 3) lining up your digging 

and harvesting equipment so that you can get the crop out quickly.  These are very 

important to consider moving into the fall.  The turnaround at the buying point may be 

out of your hands, but doing all we can to build in flexibility at harvest can help us be 

successful and realize full yield potential and optimum market grades.  With that said, 

here are some of the key features on the profile board: 

1) Along with the mesocarp colors, we provide an estimate of the weight of pods in 

those categories (presented as percent of black pods) (Figure 2).  This can help 

the user get a feel for the importance of not losing too many black pods but also 

why yields are lower if the bulk of peanuts are in the orange category. 

2) The relationship of defoliation and yield loss is presented in a graph (Figure 3), 

and we have provided key points on when you should start digging based on 

defoliation and other stresses (Figure 4). 

3) We also have a figure that shows the relationship of digging date relative to 

optimum maturity and how that affects both pod yield and key market grade 

factors (Figure 5). 

4) Major stresses that can affect peanuts are included on the profile board including 

diseases, insect damage, and other types of damage.  These can help inform the 

user about issues they may have had in a particular field and what they need to 

do the next time peanuts are in that field.  Some issues are related to a specific 

field or set of practices used, while other issues may be occur more generally 

and solutions applied more broadly the next year.  Either way, one of the first 

steps is to know wat issues you are dealing with, and the images on the profile 

board can help do so. 

The new peanut profile boards were developed with input from NC State, Clemson, and 

Virginia Tech.  Extension Administration paid for printing and laminating and much of 

what we based the profile board on was supported by funds from grower organizations 

in North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia.  We really appreciate the joint effort in 

getting this tool out to the end user. 



We have also modified our peanut risk tool for North Carolina, and in doing so we 

created a field log for tracking inputs and practices (https://peanut.ces.ncsu.edu/peanut-

risk-tool-and-field-log/).  Based on our survey this past winter at grower meeting, many 

growers are using paper notebooks to record their production information.  There is 

nothing wrong with paper (I use plenty of it,) but from a record keeping standpoint and 

access standpoint, the excel-based system we created may help you search through 

what you did previously so that you can make different decisions going forward.  We 

hope you will give this a chance as you look back on 2020 and plan for 2021. 

Figure 1.  Image of the new peanut maturity profile board for Virginia market type 

peanuts. 
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Figure 2. Comparison of the weight of pods expressing orange (rust color), brown and 

black mesocarp colors. 

 

  



Figure 3.  Relationship of percent incidence of leaf spot (leaflets with lesions), canopy 

defoliation, and peanut yield. 

  

  



Figure 4.  Key points to consider when deciding when to dig peanuts. 

 

  



Figure 5.  Relationship of digging date and pod yield and market grade characteristics. 

 

 

 

 


