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Managing Thrips

Thrips injury can reduce peanut yield

Imidacloprid is the most widely used in-

furrow insecticide in North Carolina and 

Virginia (inexpensive and liquid)

Growers routinely apply liquid inoculant

Reluctance to use granular products 

(hard to go back in the “granular 

direction” for many farmers) 

Imidacloprid performance has become 

erratic 

Is there a liquid alternative?

Follow up of acephate spray after 

imidacloprid has been perceived as 

adequate 

What happens if acephate resistance 

becomes more widespread?







Ordinal scale of 0 to 5 where: 

0 = no damage

1 = noticeable damage but no stunting

2 = noticeable feeding and 25% stunting

3 = feeding with blackened terminals and 50% stunting

4 = severe feeding and 75% stunting

5 = severe feeding and 90% stunting 



Test area including non-treated control plots received acephate  



Results from Small-Plot Trials



In-Furrow Insecticides (early May)

No insecticide

Admire Pro at 12 oz/acre

Thimet at 5 pounds/acre

Vydate at 34 oz/acre

Postemergence (late May/early June)

No Acephate

Acephate at 8 oz/acre



Thrips Injury 6 Weeks after Planting
Scale of 0-5 (0 = no injury and 5 = plant death)

Data are pooled over years
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Peanut Stunting 6 Weeks after Planting
Scale 0-100 (0 = no stunting and 100 = plant death)

Data are pooled over years
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Peanut Yield (pounds/acre)
Data are pooled over years

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

5000

No IFS, No
POST

Admire Pro, No
POST

Thimet, No
POST

Vydate, No
POST

None,
Acephate

Admire Pro,
Acephate

Thimet,
Acephate

Vydate,
Acephate

LSD = NS



Insecticide-Inoculant Compatibility

In-Furrow Insecticide

No insecticide

Admire Pro

Admire Pro plus Velum

Vydate 

Inoculant

No inoculant

Exceed



Thrips damage on an ordinal scale of 0 to 5 where: 

0 = no damage

1 = noticeable damage but no stunting

2 = noticeable feeding and 25% stunting

3 = feeding with blackened terminals and 50% stunting

4 = severe feeding and 75% stunting

5 = severe feeding and 90% stunting 

Plant stunting on a scale of 0 to 100% where 0 = no 

stunting and 100 = plant death

Nodule health on an ordinal scale of 0 to 5 where 0 = 

no nodules and 5 = abundant nodulation 



Thrips Injury 2023
Scale of 0-5 (0 = no injury and 5 = severe feeding and 90% stunting)
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Peanut Stunting on July 5, 2023
Scale of 0-100% (0 = no stunting and 100 = plant death)
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Peanut Nodules on July 5, 2023
Scale of 0-5 (0 = no nodules and 5 = abundant nodules)
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Peanut Yield in 2034 

pounds/acre
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Admire Pro plus 

Primo
Primo

2024



Vydate plus PrimoPrimo

2024



Admire Pro plus 

Velum plus Primo

Primo
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Admire Pro plus 

Velum plus Primo

Vydate plus PrimoAdmire Pro plus 

Primo
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