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The benefits of the USAID Bureau of Food Security Innovation Lab for Peanuts for peanut producers in North Carolina and Ghana have been instrumental in developing effective production and pest management practices and securing funding to support research and extension programs. In addition to developing and improving recommendations on improved peanut production and aflatoxin mitigation in Ghana, the program increased institutional capacity through undergraduate and graduate degree programs. In the US, funds were used to support technical expertise in developing a risk tool in Microsoft Excel for peanut production in North Carolina. Once the template was created for the US, risk tools were developed for Ghana, Malawi, India, and Argentina. It is estimated that 25% of the annual budget for one PI in North Carolina was derived from the project in Ghana over recent years. Dual benefits of the USAID Bureau of Food Security Innovation Lab for Peanuts are well documented and point to a positive aspect of USAID that improves the lives of people in both countries.  
